
Holy Year Gathering: Summary of Opinions from Parishes in the Miyazaki District 

Church Activities, Communication, Faith Life, Faith Formation, Evangelism, Learning from History 

Opinions have been grouped into the above six broad categories, with similar opinions within each category 

consolidated. 

Approximately 500 opinions were submitted overall. 

 

I. Faith Life (256/500) 

①  How Faith Has Helped Me (22/256) 

Participants shared instances where faith saved, helped, or strengthened them throughout their lives. We Christians 

live trusting in the One who gave us life. “The very fact of having faith gives me hope for my life.” “When I first 

went to church, hearing ‘Thank you for coming’ made me feel it was a place I belonged.” 

“In my youth, I was ashamed to declare myself a believer, but through my husband's baptism (funeral), everyone 

accepted me.” 

“I used to receive Holy Communion casually when healthy, but after surgery, receiving it at Mass filled me with 

deep gratitude.” “I felt joy in this sharing.” “Through Mass, prayer, and the Eucharist, I felt a sense of community.” 

“I have hope that by living my social life based on faith, I can positively influence society in some way.” “There is a 

God who hears every prayer.” These experiences were shared. 

When we turn toward God, the source of life, our own lives are strengthened and illuminated. Trusting in Jesus, 

the source of hope, let us journey through this great adventure of life filled with hope. 

②  Feelings of Anxiety and Regret (14/256) 

 Participants shared anxieties, worries, regrets, and things they wish to change in their faith life. The content 

included: “Why do conflicts, including war, never end? They have wonderful religions too, yet human ego keeps 

the fighting going. It's the same even in the Holy Land.” “Our whole family's faith life is crumbling. Faith seems 

unlikely to be passed down in my home.” “They call it the ‘Age of the Laity,’ but there are few young people, and 

what we can do is becoming limited.” "I'm bewildered by the changes of the times. Is there any special hope in the 

Church?“ ”What is said in church feels vague.“ ”There is insufficient mutual encouragement among believers and 

outreach to the outside world.“ ”Real life is tough; my son has drifted away from the church.“ ”I feel uneasy about 

the strength of individualism.“ ”The acceleration of people leaving the church.“ ”In this modern age where so many 

things are presented, isn't Christianity becoming buried?“ ”There are people suffering so much they want to die." 

 These are issues we must confront. They reveal two factors at play: external factors beyond the church and 

internal factors within it. The “internal factors” we can directly address, and the “external factors” we must influence 

by reaching out and gradually transforming. This is a vast and difficult challenge. Yet, let us not give up. Let us act, 

drawing on the hope discovered during the Holy Year gatherings and the “conversation in the Spirit” we shared 

together. For the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are always with us, supporting us and seeking to save us. 

③  Things We Have Continued and Things We Wish to Do Going Forward (220/256) 

We asked participants to list things they have done so far and things they would like to try going forward, which 

emerged during our sharing sessions. This item by far received the most responses. This clearly demonstrates how 

seriously everyone is considering the church's future. The responses totaled 8,000 characters, spanning 7 pages. 

Below are some particularly noteworthy points. 

※As this is the core focus of this session, it is displayed without compression. 

“What the modern church needs is to consider how to engage within diversity. This includes becoming deeply 

faithful believers, sharing information, and turning our eyes toward those who suffer.” 



“I gained insight that ‘hope does not disappoint,’ but it also won't be realized by merely ‘hoping.’” 

“In an era of expanding values, protecting faith requires inner strength and fortitude.” 

“When I come to church and pray, I feel an invisible power. I feel guided by something.” 

“God gives us hope first. Let us first receive it firmly.” 

“Believe in the God we ‘believe in,’ and follow His guidance with a humble heart. Even in hardship, let us follow 

the martyrs' example, supporting one another with patience and hope.” 

"I long for connection, but it's hard to make the trip. Let's build a ‘walking together’ community that makes people 

want to come." 

“The wind of the Holy Spirit is blowing even on children who aren't believers.” 

“I realized I need to do something about mission work, which I tended to rely on the priest for.” 

“I hadn't thought much about mission work before, but I wonder if there were moments in my social life where I 

could have shared my faith.” 

『I am convinced that ‘sharing’ for mutual understanding is crucial to prepare the environmental conditions for 

‘walking together’.』 

“We gained a shared realization that it is important to involve believers who could not participate this time, to 

consider ‘how we should be as a community,’ thereby realizing ‘walking together,’ and connecting this to practical 

action both within and outside the church.” 

 

Ⅱ Communication (115/500)      

①  Regarding Greetings (20/77) 

Opinions were raised regarding greetings, a fundamental act even in daily life. The purpose is to acknowledge the 

other person's presence and build positive community relationships through greetings. First, let's greet each other. 

Remember names and engage in conversation. There was a reality where people lacked opportunities to initiate 

conversation and didn't even know each other's names. Even with foreign visitors, translation devices, apps, or 

looking up simple greetings are possible. Greeting someone in their native language is a significant step toward 

connection, isn't it? 

② Engaging with Immigrants (25/115) 

In the coming era, it is certain that more immigrants will join our churches than ever before. What preparations 

and engagement will be necessary for us? First, an attitude of acceptance is essential. Specifically, this means: 

“Creating opportunities to talk with each other, even if our native languages differ,” “Deepening international 

exchange,” and “Trying to learn languages to the extent possible.” Starting simple, practicing English songs could 

be a good place to begin. 

 Support for immigrants must also be prioritized. Some face instability due to crises like infectious diseases or 

workplace exploitation, requiring connection to assistance. Accessing information may be difficult if only Japanese 

is used. Mass texts, sermon translations, Japanese church newsletters, announcements, events—all these need to 

be shared in their respective languages via social media and other channels. 

③ The Importance of Communication and Our Approach (21/115) 

Advances in communication devices and technology have made information dissemination diverse and massive. 

What kind of communication is needed in our church? Methods suited to the times are required. Here are some 

specific examples: “Establishing or renewing our website and updating it regularly,” “Considering advertising in 

various media for Christmas and Easter,” “Creating videos introducing our church,” and “Responding to emails and 

utilizing various apps” are all possibilities. 



④  Creating Opportunities for Sharing and Exchanging Opinions to Deepen Understanding (49/115) 

Persistently engaging with others without giving up is central to communication. Let's review the opinions raised. 

Opinions included: “Hold sharing sessions and continue existing ones,” “I find solace and strength to live through 

interactions after Mass,” “Others see kindness being shown, and I learned from this myself,” “Why not listen to 

children's opinions and hopes?,” “It would be good if adults could also build relationships through the children,” 

and “Should we consider connections with Catholic schools?” Communication is not a one-time event but an 

ongoing process. It's important to be mindful of this daily, starting with simple actions. Since you've come to church, 

why not engage with fellow believers beyond just Mass? We hope the church can be a place where people meet and 

connect. 

 

Ⅲ Faith Formation (50/500)     

①  Faith Formation for Children (31/50) 

The future of the church lies with its children. Let's examine the opinions raised regarding their faith education 

and formation: “Faith nurturing through family education,” “Sunday school or age-appropriate Bible instruction,” 

“Currently, parents are not passing on their faith to their children,” and “Parents nurturing faith in God.” Faith 

formation within the home and faith formation within the church are the two pillars. First and foremost, faith 

formation cannot be hoped for without faith education within the home. Parents also deepen their own faith while 

passing it on to their children. 

②  Faith Formation for Oneself (19/50) 

Faith formation is an endless, lifelong process. How might it be carried out? 

“As parents, we need to teach our children about God.” “Encouraging parents to introduce children to faith and 

church customs,” “Parents have a responsibility,” “Parents aren't even present in the first place,” “Seeking the 

priest's cooperation” 

From these points, it follows that as we pass on the faith to those around us, our own faith deepens. Additionally, 

utilizing the priest as a collaborator is mentioned. Consulting the priest for the spiritual guidance needed by each 

community is beneficial. 

 

IV. Church Activities (38/500) 

① Church Finances (16/38) 

Maintaining the church inevitably involves receiving donations and covering operational costs. A key challenge is 

how to request contributions from new members. Specifically, the focus is on how to approach younger members 

and foreign nationals. It is necessary to start by requesting even small amounts. 

 Furthermore, the church receiving the funds must ensure transparency and accountability. Members need to 

understand where church expenditures are allocated and trust that spending is transparent. 

Additionally, fostering a sense of belonging among members is crucial. Creating opportunities for discussion and 

sharing about the church's current situation and future needs is essential. 

While money is indeed important, we must strive not to focus solely on this matter. The heart of the church is the 

relationship between God and people. To avoid forgetting God, we must earnestly pray to Him and seek His 

guidance before and after meetings. Finally, I hope these church meetings are not driven solely by a few individuals. 

May there be genuine interaction and consolidation of opinions with the whole congregation. 

② Future Financial Issues and Personnel (15/38) 

Regarding maintenance and upkeep, it is important that this responsibility is shared by the whole congregation, not 



just a few individuals. I feel deep gratitude towards those who make various efforts to decorate the church. Everyone 

can use the church with a rich heart. On the other hand, these decorations and flowers require maintenance. 

Therefore, to keep them in good condition, either the person responsible or assigned individuals need to be involved. 

Furthermore, cleaning is essential for everyone to use the church comfortably. We need to establish a system where 

everyone can cooperate within their capabilities. Additionally, issues such as difficulties in selecting successors for 

various officers have been raised. 

③ The Need for Events and Creative Approaches (7/38) 

Proposals were made to plan events for enjoyable interaction at church, such as: “I'd like to do fun things with 

children from various countries involved with the church,” “I'd like us all to sing songs in English or other native 

languages and try food from those countries,” “Meals, music, greetings,” and “Events for unmarried members.” 

Some mentioned, “I participate in ‘food distribution’ events organized by another group.” At the parish level, this 

might be an opportunity to “explore what we can do now.” Reports also highlighted the challenges of actually taking 

action. 

V. Evangelism (29/500) 

As Jesus commanded in His final words to preach the gospel, the very essence of the church lies in evangelism. Let 

us review the points raised regarding this evangelism: 

“ Connecting with the community,” “Making ourselves known to local people,” “Participating in the local 

community,” “Engaging in local volunteer activities”—our church is deeply rooted in the community. People in the 

same community are often the first we engage with. It's not just about inviting them to our church; we must also go 

out into the community. A two-way relationship is essential. 

“I hadn't thought much about evangelism before, but I realize there were opportunities to share my faith even in 

daily life.” ‘When I send emails, I write “I'll be praying for you” at the end.’ Evangelism is a big task, but 

opportunities abound, and we can start small. 

As noted in “Mutual encouragement among believers, outreach efforts to those outside the church, and efforts to 

involve others—such as participating in church events or bringing along other friends,” enthusiasm is sometimes 

needed. However, the church is a gathering of believers. If we cooperate with our fellow believers, the difficulty 

should lessen, shouldn't it? 

Various approaches can be considered. Connecting online is also possible. However, "While online missionary 

activities are a convenient and easy method, caution is needed when sharing. We must avoid appearing fake." 

Consulting with everyone while trying new things remains a constant, no matter the era. 

Ⅵ Learning from History (12/500) 

We have close role models and predecessors in faith. There is much to learn from those who endured difficult times. 

“Thanks to our forebears who preserved the faith despite persecution, we believers exist today.” 

It is thought that “missionaries gained the trust of many people through social activities like hospitals and 

orphanages, likely fostering a favorable impression of Christianity.” So what can we Christians offer in the modern 

age? 

'At that time, Christianity was “new,” and it may have spread partly due to a sense of longing. We need to make 

more people aware of Christ's teachings, which renew the very foundation of humanity, not just superficial novelty.' 

Life back then seems to have been more unstable compared to today. There was the sad reality that children were 

sometimes killed at birth because they couldn't be raised. 

Nowadays, we have a more stable life compared to that time. However, problems like war, suicide, loneliness, and 

many others are piled high. In this modern age where lives are shattered, we need to find what we can do. “We want 



to consider how the church can heal the suffering of today, which differs from the suffering of persecution that was 

evident in the Christian era.” 

 Even in this modern age, there are truths that transcend time. Every human being has value; no life is expendable. 

For life is a gift from God. God desires to save humanity. We have a mission to keep proclaiming this truth. 

 

Finally, 

“God gives us hope first. Let us first receive it firmly.” 

May we be pilgrims on life's journey, filled with joy and hope. 


